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Talk Overview 

• Why a website? 

• Coming attractions 

• Questions 

 

 

 

http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/ 
(DM = Data Management) 

http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/
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Why a Website? 

• Many groups focusing on DM but knowledge 

about their existence or activities was limited 

• Some information available related to DM on 

different websites, on intranet pages, or not  

online at all 

• Not enough DM 

expertise across Survey 

• Need for easy access 

in one location 
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Why a Website? 

• Need for something to compliment and 
support the Survey Manual handbook 
– The handbook tells researchers “what” needs to 

be done 

– The Website provides non-prescriptive guidance 
on “how” Survey Manual policies can be 
implemented, where to find help, and who to 
contact 

– Linkages to Manual throughout website 

• There are new and existing policies on DM, 
and a website is a way to disseminate 
information and educate 
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Website Development 

• Small team convened 
– Heather Henkel, Viv Hutchison, Michelle 

Chang, Trent Faust, Lisa Zolly 

• Each upper-level navigation item 
matches a Lifecycle element (e.g., 
“Plan”) 
– Supported by sub-topics (e.g., “DM 

Planning”, “Organize Files and Data”, “Data 
Standards”, etc.) 

• Pages organized in a consistent manner 
including: Description, Best Practices, 
Examples, Key Points, Tools, 
Recommended Reading, Handouts 

• CDI-funded, reviewed by Community 
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Tell me more! 

• Website contains additional information 

– Training and resources 

– Policy 

– Associated projects 

– Contacts 

• Note: “Process” and “Analyze” not covered 

at this time 

– Much more specialized activity and what the 

researcher may need least help in 
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Navigation items linked for easy 
movement within website 



















Educational resources on website 

More on this in a few slides 
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Is It Working? 

• DM website used as a teaching tool 
– Having this information presented in a logical, 

straightforward manner has made people’s job 
easier 

– Frequently people did not know where to go for 
help, get examples, or recommendations for 
tools; now able to find information in one place 

• Steady increase in users since launch (Dec. 
2012); believe we’ll see more as overarching 
DM policies are implemented 
– Contacted by others for more information (Federal 

Agencies, outside US) 
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What’s Next? 

• New content on website 
– Handouts 

• DM Training Materials 
– Release of DM Videos this Fall 

• Policy Documents 
– New/updated Survey Manual 

chapters on data management, 
metadata, data release, and 
software release; data 
preservation 

– Linkages to/from DM website 
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DM Website 

• Can help you do your job better 

• Is accessible to everyone 

• Fat-free 

 

 What’s not to like? 
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Questions?  Comments?  Good Recipes? 
 

• Let us know if there is new content you’d like 

to see or content that could be improved 

 

• Contact Email:  

– GS_Data_Management@usgs.gov  

 

• Website: 

http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/ 

mailto:GS_Data_Management@usgs.gov
http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/
http://www.usgs.gov/datamanagement/

